


About the 2024 How Do You Reduce Waste? 12-month Calendar

Take the 2023 Reduce Waste Pledge Campaign

In January 2023, the Monongalia County Solid Waste Authority (MCSWA) started off the year with a focus on
reducing waste going to the landfill. The MCSWA designed the Take the 2023 Reduce Waste Pledge campaign to
encourage residents to take steps in 2023 to reduce waste going to the landfill.

Tips to Reduce Waste Going to the Landfill Article and Blog Post

The MCSWA wrote Tips to Reduce Waste Going to the Landfill, which was
published in the Dominion Post local newspaper, and was posted as a Blog post.
Residents can still read the Blog post on our website.

Take the 2023 Reduce Waste Pledge!

The Reduce Waste Tips provided valuable tips for residents to use to reduce waste

but the first step in reducing waste was to take the 2023 Reduce Waste Pledge. The
MCSWA knew this would help support residents with their efforts to begin reducing
waste in 2023.

To take the pledge, residents visited the MCSWA website and completed the Take
the 2023 Reduce Waste Pledge! form by selecting one, or more, of the twelve ways
to reduce waste in 2023 and submitting the form.

The 2023 Reduce Waste Pledge Certificate

After submitting the form, residents received a 2023 Reduce Waste Pledge
Certificate, designed, and prepared, by our WVU School of Public Health
Intern, Oliver Fletcher.

Take the 2023 Reduce Waste Pledge!

Drawing for a Free Composting Kit
In addition, residents participating in the Take the 2023 Reduce Waste Pledge
were entered into a drawing for a Free Composting Kit. The composting kit
was donated by Dr. Nikki Byrne-Hoffman, our partner with the
WVU Campus Food Garden & Urban Farm.

The Take the 2023 Reduce Waste Pledge campaign began January 12, 2023,
and ended February 27, 2023 with 58 residents selecting to Take the 2023 of ey PYle, the winner
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How Do You Reduce Waste? A Monongalia County Student Lesson Opportunity
and MCSWA Calendar Contest Fall 2023

The MCSWA partnered with Ms. JoAnn Snoderly, District 1 Coordinator, of the WV Department of Environmental
Protection Youth Environmental Program, to develop the How Do You Reduce Waste? Student Lesson opportunity
and MCSWA Calendar Contest for fall 2023. The idea was to continue the MCSWA 2023 Reduce Waste theme by
introducing the concept of reducing waste to students.

How Do You Reduce Waste? Student Lesson Opportunity

The How Do You Reduce Waste? Student Lesson Opportunity was an opportunity for Monongalia County teachers
to register to have Ms. Snoderly present a reducing waste lesson with 4th — 12th graders. The lesson ended with
students creating artwork to reflect what they learned about how to reduce waste. The artwork was submitted to be
entered into the MCSWA Calendar Contest.

MCSWA Calendar Contest

Over 175 students participated in Ms. Davis’s 4th grade classes at Eastwood Elementary,
Mr. Welker’s 7th grade class from Mountaineer Middle School,
and Mrs. Pinn’s and Mrs. Gregory’s, 6th grade classes,

from Suncrest Middle School.

The MCSWA Board of Directors, and Administrator, selected
eight winners. Teachers were naotified of the winners and
presented Award Certificates for each winner. The student

selected to have artwork on the cover had an additional ribbon to reflect being the front cover winner.
Winners of the MCSWA Calendar Contest

Zahra Abbas
6th grade, Suncrest Middle School, Teacher: Mrs. Gregory
Mumayyaz Tazmeen Alam
6th grade, Suncrest Middle School, Teacher: Mrs. Gregory
Adalyn Carpenter-Bowen
6th grade, Suncrest Middle School, Teacher: Mrs. Pinn
alyn Carpenter-Bowen umayyaz Tazmeen Alam
Adlun Cerpert Anna Haynie ) e Kennedy GOdfrey

Zahra Abbas

6th grade, Suncrest Middle School, Teacher: Mrs. Pinn

Anna Haynie
6th grade, Suncrest Middle School, Teacher: Mrs. Gregory

Emily Moore
6th grade, Suncrest Middle School, Teacher: Mrs. Gregory

Ava M.
6th grade, Suncrest Middle School, Teacher: Mrs. Pinn

emevcodiey  Brayden Rickman
7th grade, Mountaineer Middle School, Teacher: Mr. Welker

Congratulations to all the winners!

Brayden Rickman -
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Did you know? The WV Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) REAP sponsors a WV Make It Shine Statewide Clean Up
assistance program. Visit dep.wv.gov for more information.
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Did you know? The Adopt-A-Highway Program holds
spring and fall events. You can register for your
Adopt-A-Highway Program at dep.wv.gov.
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Did you know? The Youth Environmental Program is
available for FREE to existing youth groups to unite to
Making West Virginia Shine! Visit dep.wv.gov to learn more.
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Did you know? The Recycling Coalition of WV, Inc.
“It All Comes Back to You” has educational resources, programs, and
the Take the Recycling Pledge. Visit wvrecycles.com to learn more.
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Did you know? The Youth Environmental Program holds an
annual fall weekend Youth Environmental Conference where youth learn
about conservation and the environment. Visit dep.wv.gov to learn more.
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Did you know? The National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences Kids Environment has Kids Health Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
information. View https://kids.niehs.nih.gov/topics/reduce to learn more.
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Did you know? The US EPA has a Quest for Less Activities and
Resources for Teaching K-8. Visit www.epa.gov/students/quest-less-
activities-and-resources-teaching-k-8 to learn more.
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Did you know? World Wild Life has a Be a Food Waste Warrior
Teaching Resources Toolkits. Visit www.worldwildlife.org/teaching-
resources/toolkits/be-a-food-waste-warrior to learn more.







September 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 -

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
National
(and World)
Clean Up
Day

22 23 24 55 26 - o
Autumn Begins

29 30 August 2024 October 2024

Did you know? The 3RC has Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and
Compost Teach Engineering lessons.
www.teachengineering.org/lessons/view/cub_environ_lesson05
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Did you know? The Institute for Local Self Reliance has
Community Composting Training and more. Learn more at
https://ilsr.org/composting/community-composters/
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Did you KNnow? The US EPA has Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Resources for
Students and Educators and the Tools to Reduce Waste in Schools.

Visit www.epa.gov/recycle/reduce-reuse-recycle-resources-students-and-educators
to learn more.
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Did you know? The WVU Extension Service has
Composting for Beginners. https://extension.wvu.edu/natural-
resources/soil-water/composting-for-beginners#how-compost-works







About the Monongalia County Solid Waste Authority

The Monongalia County Solid Waste Authority (MCSWA) was created by the West Virginia

Legislature on January 1, 1989, as a public agency in accordance with WV Code §22C-4-3.

The purpose of the MCSWA is to protect the public health and welfare by providing for a
comprehensive program of solid waste collection, processing, recycling, and disposal.

Further, the MCSWA exists to establish programs based on source reduction, recycling, reuse, material
recovery and lastly, landfilling.

The MCSWA has a five-member board of directors who are in charge of managing the powers and duties of the
MCSWA. The current Board of Directors are H. R. Scott, Chairman, David Custer, Co-chairman,

Eldon A. Callen, Board member, Hayward Helmick, Board member, and Mike McCawley, Board member.

The MCSWA Administrator is Lynn Castro.

A thank you from the Monongalia County Solid Waste Authority
Board of Directors and Administrator

The MCSWA Board of Directors and Administrator would like to thank Monongalia County residents,

Oliver Fletcher, and Dr. Nikki Byrne-Hoffman for helping make our 2023 Reduce Waste Campaign successful.

We also want to thank Ms. JoAnn Snoderly for her partnership on the Student Lesson Opportunity and support of
the MCSWA Calendar Contest. Thank you also to the teachers who participated in the Student Lesson Opportunity.
We could not have done this without you. We especially want to thank all of the students for submitting their artwork
into the MCSWA Calendar Contest. We were excited about all of the entries and enjoyed seeing the reduce waste
artwork! We believe the winning artwork contributes to the quality of this calendar and makes it even better.

For more Information

For more resources, and to learn more about ways to reduce waste,
collection events and other activity in the county, visit our website and
consider subscribing to our monthly Electronic Newsletter (e-newsletter) or
follow us on our social media platforms Nextdoor, Facebook, and Twitter.






